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23 May 2013
Dear             
HMS “Victory” 1744
I write on behalf of the Archaeology Forum with regard to the pending decision on the proposals brought forward by the Maritime Heritage Foundation for the recovery and potential sale of artefacts from the wreck of HMS “Victory”.
The Archaeology Forum (TAF) 
The Archaeology Forum is a grouping of the key, non-governmental organisations concerned with archaeology in the UK. Its members include the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers UK, the Council for British Archaeology, the Institute of Conservation, the Institute for Archaeologists, the National Trust, the National Trust for Scotland, Rescue, the Society of Antiquaries of London, the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, the Federation of Archaeological Managers and Employers, and the Society of Museum Archaeologists UK.
In the Short Debate on HMS “Victory” which took place in the House of Lords on 28 November 2012 Viscount Younger of Leckie stated
‘The current position is that my noble friend Lord Lingfield, as chairman of the Maritime Heritage Foundation, has put forward a couple of proposals for works to be undertaken on the wreck site. These are currently being considered collectively by ministerial colleagues in the Ministry of Defence and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.’
In answer to the question asked by Lord Renfrew of Kaimsthorn on 27 March 2013

‘when they will reach the decision on the proposals brought forward by the Maritime Heritage Foundation for the recovery and potential sale of artefacts from the wreck of HMS "Victory"’ 
Lord Astor of Hever stated

‘The Maritime Heritage Foundation is considering its response to a set of key management principles agreed by the advisory group that was established as part of the deed of gift; the advisory group was supported by an expert panel of marine archaeologists and other specialists.

The response, once received, may require further consideration by the advisory group and expert panel before a final decision is reached and an announcement can be made.’
This is a matter of great concern to the Archaeology Forum and to the archaeological community, generally. Consequently, I write to enquire as to when that decision is likely to be forthcoming and to seek your assurance that any works for which consent is given by the Ministry of Defence will be carried out strictly in accordance with the Annex to the UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Heritage 2001 and IfA Standards and guidance. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Hinton BA MIfA FSA FRSA FIAM

Convenor
Please reply to 

IfA, Miller Building, University of Reading, Whiteknights, PO Box 227, Reading RG6 6AB

peter.hinton@archaeologists.net 0118 378 6446

cc

Mr Ed Vaizey MP, Minister for Culture, Communications and Creative Industries
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